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Let’s Make New Friends
Shawn and I are getting ready for Christmas as we write this newsletter 
article.  It is just five days till Christmas.  Yes this has been a very trying 
time for every American and for all people all over the world.  Now that 
the vaccine for COVID-19 is beginning to be dispersed, we can have 
hope that within six months we can have some sense of normalcy for all 
of us.  For GWRRA and our members we have to start planning for what 
normal will look like.  We really can’t use very much from 2020 to outline 
what it will look like in 2021.  We need to plan for our district rally.  Take 
and look at the rides and plan for chapter anniversaries for each chapter.  
Hope that restaurants will open up more and we can have our gatherings.   
The bottom line, we have to plan as if the COVID-19 will be a thing of the 
past.  I am asking that all chapter directors hold a planning sessions to 
lay out the plans for each chapter for 2021.  We will be doing that for the 
district team.  Shawn and I hope that all of you will have a very merry 
Christmas and a happy new year.  

Polar Bear Run
The first thing the district has planned for 2021 is the Polar Bear Run.  
We will be meeting at Katfish Kitchen in Tahlequah, OK January 16 at 
12:00 noon.  After eating we will do a ride.  You can 
come on your motorcycle or in your car to enjoy the 
great company of the Oklahoma District.  Please let 
District Ride Coordinator Don Ferry know if you are 
coming.



District Financial Meeting
All officers mark your calendar for Saturday, January 23 for our financial meeting to be held at the 
First Baptist Church of Okarche, 101 E. Stroh Ave. Okarche, OK (405) 263-7463. Our meeting is from 
1pm to 4pm.  The following need to attend:  All District team members, Chapter Directors, Treasurers, 
MEC, Ride Coordinators, CSEA.  We would like to eat at Elschein’s restaurant in Okarche, but being 
a weekend and very busy, we suggest you call and order out at 405-263-9939 then eat at the church 
building.  We will eat between 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  Elschein’s does not accept Credit or 
Debit cards,  cash or personal checks only.  There is an ATM machine if needed.  For more 
information about the restaurant or First Baptist church in Okarche, please contact Jim & Vicki Cook 
405-620-5325.   The prizes for the 2020 tour year will be given out at the meeting in January.  MUST  
BE PRESENT TO WIN. 

2021 Oklahoma District Rally
The	 2021	 Oklahoma	 District	 Rally	 is	 on	 for	 next	 year	 and	 will	 be	 held	 at	 the	 Muskogee	

ConvenAon	Center,	September	16	–	18,	2021.	 	Our	theme	will	be	“Three	Wing	Circus”.	 	The	

host	hotel	is	the	Best	Western	PLUS	2701	Military	Blvd.,	Muskogee,	OK	(918)	910-5060.	 	Just	

give	the	code	“GOLDWING”	to	get	$79.00	+	tax	room	rates.	 	Call	aZer	January	1,	2021	to	get	

your	room	reserved.		You	can	to	go	to	h\p://www.gwrraokla.org	to	register	for	the	rally.	

You Make the Difference
Chapter Directors - GWRRA still has the “You Make the Difference” program to show 
appreciation to members who have helped out, or done an outstanding job in some 
way to GWRRA.  Do you have someone who you thinks deserves a special pin?  
Contact your MEC or District MEC to get the pin and certificate.

New Friends
This month as part of the duties of the District Director we are to contact new 
GWRRA members who have just joined. We have a new person Oswald 
Mackey who lives in Kailua Kona, Hawaii.  This is the big island. Since the 
Hawaii district does not at the time have a chapter Shawn and I decided to 
call him and welcome him to GWRRA.  He has a `2018 GW and was a 
Harley rider for some 26 years.  He has some great videos of rides that they 

(he and other GW riders) do all of the time.  Check out Ozzie’s YouTube page (ozkona) for some 
great rides.  Anyone up to flying over to visit and a ride?  We all should look at the “70%” of those 
members who don’t take part in GWRRA activities and give them a call.  I bet they would love to go 
for a ride with you.  Check with your MEC or chapter director to get the names and numbers of 
members that are assigned to your chapter.   Make a new friend in GWRRA today.

Loss of Another District Member
Chapter OK-E member Cherie Moss passed away Dec. 19.  She was recovering from heart surgery 
earlier in the week.  She and George Moss have been members of GWRRA since January, 2019.  
They have been on several trips with Chapter OK-E and Cherie talked of how much she enjoyed our 
trip last year to Eureka Springs, possibly one of her favorite trips.  She will be memorialized with the 
other AR Members who have passed on to ride the smooth roads in the sky when we have our 
District Memorial Picnic next year.  Please keep George in our prayers. 
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Stepping Up for the Team

Effective January 1, 2021 we want to welcome Steve and Carolyn Cotton to the 
district team as District Ride Educators.  Both Steve and Carolyn have been  long-
time supporters of officer positions in GWRRA.  They have been International 
Couple of the Year, national trainers, and both region and district directors.  At 
present they assist in the MEC and Couple of the Year program at the national 
level.  You want to know what safety and ATGATT is, talk to Steve Cotton.  I know 
one of his main goals for the rider education program will be the levels program.  
Welcome aboard Steve and Carolyn.  We also want to thank Max and Mary 
Rowlett who are stepping down as District Ride Educator.  He has done a great 
job.  They are not going anywhere as, they will be the assistant ride educator for the district.   

A big thanks to Marie and Steve Wilson who are stepping down as Assistant District 
Directors for the Oklahoma District.  They have been such a big help in all of the 
duties of the district team.  They also are not going anywhere, as they will still be 
Vendor Coordinators for the Oklahoma rally.  I know they will be there if we need 
them.  Please give them a big thanks next time you see them.

Louisiana 2021 Rally Changes

We have EXTREMELY IMPORTANT NEWS regarding the 2021 Louisiana Rally . Due to circumstances 
out of our control, we are unable to have our Rally in March of 2021. Louisiana Covid restrictions just 
make it impossible to host such an event. Also, the host hotel is under contract with Shell Oil Co. until 
June and is closed to the public.

With that said, there is also GREAT NEWS to be announced. We are planning something very special 
for all GWRRA members in 2021. We are shooting for October-November. As soon as all of the plans 
are complete, we will put the information on our website and send out an email with all of the details. 
We will get this out to you as soon as possible. 

In closing, during these trying times we want everyone to stay safe and healthy. If you have any 
questions, please contact us and we will do our best to answer your questions.

Beters / Jastrams
Louisiana District Directors

Ride Safe and enjoy the road.
John & Shawn Irons, Oklahoma District Directors
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Everyone who is a member of GWRRA has received a Gold Book and enclosed is a free 4-month trial 
membership sign-up for individuals.  They will receive 4 months subscription to Wing World and the 
opportunity to participate in a chapter.  Tear this out and make copies to give to individuals you see 
riding a motorcycle and have them join you for a great fun time in GWRRA.  See below for flyer.

Sign	Someone	Up	Today
Mail	to:		GWRRA	PO	Box	42450	

Phoenix,	AZ	85080
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Oklahoma District 
Membership Enhancement 

Coordinator
Carol Murphy

GreeAngs	to	GWRRA	Members……..

Happy	New	Year!!!!		 The	past	 year	has	been	challenging!		We	as	GWRRA	members	have	been	 successful	 in	

finding	ways	 to	 stay	 in	 contact	 with	 our	members.		 Yes,	 several	 rallies	 and	 events	 have	 been	 cancelled	 or	

modified,	but	in	2021	we	look	forward	(hopefully)	toward	our	rallies	and	events	with	our	“New	Normal”	and	

once	 again	we	will	 be	 visiAng	 and	 embracing	 our	 friends!		 The	 sad	 part	 of	 2020	 is	 that	we	 have	 lost	 some	

GWRRA	members	to	the	Covid	and/or	other	health	related	issues.		These	folks	will	not	be	forgo\en.	

	

The	new	“Insight”	Newsle\er	has	been	published	and	is	online.			This	message	is	from	Jere	Goodman…..

	

Dear	GWRRA	Member:

Welcome	Joanne	Jacob,	she	is	the	new	Insight	Editor!

Visit	the	"Insight"	Newsle\er	for	tools	and	suggesAons	to	help	you	in	your	Officer	PosiAon	with	GWRRA.		No	

ma\er	 what	 posiAon,	 if	 it's	 Chapter	 or	 District,	 there	 are	 ideas	 and	 informaAon	 from	 every	 Program	 in	

GWRRA.		So,	catch	the	news	and	share	the	informaAon	and	ideas	from	OperaAons,	Rider	EducaAon,	Motorist	

Awareness,	Membership	Enhancement,	GWRRA	University,	Finance	or	Overseas,	there	is	something	there	for	

everyone.	

If	you	have	a	topic	you'd	like	to	see	covered,	email	them	to	director@gwrra.org.		Enjoy!	The	newsle\er	can	be	

found	at	……...h\p://www.gwrra.org/oconnect/newsle\er.html

Jere	Goodman

GWRRA	Director

	

Let’s	not	forget	that	on	January	23rd,	the	OK	District	will	hold	our	annual	financial	meeAng.		For	any	quesAons	

regarding		this	issue,		please	contact			John	Irons	at		(405)	377-1558	or		email	him	at	Ironsline3414@gmail.com.

Now		with	the		New	Year,		let’s		make	our		2021	goals	and		work		toward		the	goals		with	enthusiasm.				Let’s	be	

creaAve,	meet	the	challenge	and	hopefully	2021	will	be	a	be\er	year	for	all	of	us.	

	

UnAl	next	Ame,	Happy	New	Year!

Carol	Murphy

carol@kixr.com

(580)	761-7034

mailto:director@gwrra.org
http://www.gwrra.org/oconnect/newsletter.html
mailto:Ironsline3414@gmail.com
mailto:carol@kixr.com


Oklahoma District 
University Coordinator
Mark & Linda Classen
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Okay	–	It	is	finally	here	–	the	end	of	2020!

What	a	year	this	year	has	been.	 	We	are	all	glad	to	see	the	end	of	the	year	2020	and	the	hope	and	opAmism	

of	a	be\er	2021!	 	2020	brought	us	one	thing	aZer	another,	from	Covid-19,	shelter	at	home,	changes	in	our	

lives,	and	for	many	of	you	loss	of	jobs	and	/	or	change	of	how	you	do	your	job.

Even	in	the	University	there	has	been	a	big	change	of	how	we	do	seminars.		On-line	seminars	are	now	a	very	

needed	part	of	the	university	scene	and	for	our	GWRRA	conAnuing	educaAon.	 	The	university	will	conAnue	

the	on-line	courses	in	January	and	that	schedule	should	be	released	very	soon.		Here	in	Oklahoma,	we	are	sAll	

planning	an	“in-person”	seminar	on	February	13,	GWRRA	101,	Saturday	in	Ponca	City	at	the	airport.	 	This	is	

sAll	 on	 the	 edge	 of	 this	 current	 surge	 of	 Covid-19	 so	 it	may	 be	 pushed	 back	 by	 necessity,	 but	will	 not	 be	

cancelled.	

Linda	and	I	hope	you	have	survived	2020	and	have	had	a	great	holiday	season	with	family	and	friends.		We	are	

looking	forward	to	a	be\er	2021,	both	in	our	household,	and	in	general	as	we	pray	that	this	pandemic	is	going	

to	be	in	our	rearview	mirror.

Have	a	great	January	and	I	hope	to	see	you	all	soon	and	that	we	will	find	all	of	you	in	good	health	and	ready	to	

ride	and	learn	in	the	year	2021!

Mark	and	Linda	Classen

Oklahoma	District	University	Coordinators	(DUC)



Oklahoma District
Couple of the Year,

John & Sarah Hoogendoorn
Jim & Vicki Cook

Li\le	Bit	News

Happy	New	Year

Happy	new	year!!	 	 Just	to	explain	the	Atle,	Li\le	Bit	has	become	part	of	our	touring.	He	made	33	county	

court	houses	with	us	last	year.		He	is	looking	forward	to	riding	again	so	you	may	see	him	at	different	events.			

Hoping	this	year	means	more	riding	and	in	person	meeAngs.	 	 I	 look	forward	to	leading	our	chapter	into	a	

great	riding	season.	 	Also,	as	Oklahoma	District	Couple	of	the	Year	we	look	forward	to	parAcipaAng	in	the	

InternaAonal	Couple	CompeAAon	this	year.		Not	only	represenAng	Chapter	OK-X	but	Oklahoma	District.		

We	have	lived	in	Okarche	for	30	years	and	visited	Echisen’s	Chicken	about	that	many	Ames.	We	have	4	kids,	

7	grand	kids,	and	3	great	grandkids.	 	We	ride	a	2014	Motor	trike	we	converted	in	January	2020.	 	We	are	

both	reAred	so	now	we	can	ride	and	go	more	places.

Our	plans	are	to	visit	more	members	that	are	not	gevng	out.		We	are	looking	forward	to	a\ending	different	

chapter	 acAviAes	 other	 than	 Chapter	 OK-X.	 We	 look	 forward	 to	 any	 of	 the	 district	 meeAngs	 that	 are	

scheduled.		As	of	now	the	Kansas	Mid-Winter	was	canceled.		We	hope	this	is	not	the	sign	of	year	2021.

UnAl	next	month	stay	safe!

Jim	&	Vicki	Cook

9 of 17



Oklahoma District 
Ride Coordinator

Don Ferry
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Building	and	Using	an	Effec9ve	Team

When	I	was	sAll	working	as	a	Crew	Chief	one	of	the	first	things	I	did	was	build	an	effecAve	team	around	me	to	

accomplish	the	tasks.	Time	is	always	short	to	complete	the	tasks.		Being	a	part	of	Leadership	Team	gave	me	a	

front	row	seat	to	many	 	world	class	Leadership	training	classes	(the	one	thing	airlines	like	to	do	is	training).		

The	one	thing	I	learned	early	on	is	to	select	talented	team	members,	understand	the	kind	of	contribuAon	they	

could	make	and	assign	these	team	members	tasks	based	on	their	skill	set.

Always	 build	 an	 effecAve	 team.	When	 all	 of	 the	 team	members	 completed	 their	 individual	 tasks,	 the	 task	

document	was	compiled	and	then	distributed	to	all	team	members	for	their	review	and	refinement.	We	used	

Synergy,	 the	 collecAve	efforts	of	all	 team	members	 to	produce	a	 completed	product.	 This	also	 showed	our	

ability	 to	 facilitate.	 Having	 neutral	 content,	 I	 allowed	 the	 team	 to	 refine	 the	 product.	 As	 they	 received	

modificaAons	 they	 would	 post	 them	 for	 others	 to	 review.	 	 This	 facilitaAon	 process	 is	 a	 necessary	 step	 in	

effecAvely	using	your	Team.

Leading	by	 example,	we	 then	 conducted	 the	producAon	meeAngs	with	 higher	 Leadership	 Team.	 	We	 then	

managed	 the	 field	 implementaAon.	 	 Leading	 by	 example	 is	 the	 key	 to	 anyimplementaAon	 of	 an	 idea	 or	

program.	

If	possible,	always	select	members	based	on	their	abiliAes,	not	just	those	you	are	comfortable	with.		EffecAve	

team	members	will	have	abiliAes	and	opinions	that	differ	from	yours.	You	should	embrace	this	and	view	it	as	

team	strength.	Delegate	and	manage.	Do	not	micro	manage.	Clearly	define	the	objecAves	you	want	them	to	

achieve.	 Periodically	 review	 their	 progress,	 but	 allow	 them	 the	 freedom	 to	 run	 with	 it.	 Use	 Synergy.	

Understand	your	Team	Members’	strengths	and	then	Team	individual

Members	together	to	create	a	be\er	outcome.	 	Correctly	facilitate	your	team	efforts	allowing	them	to	come	

up	with	fresh	ideas	and	explore	new	avenues.	Use	your	team	to	review	and	refine	the	final	result.		Always	lead	

by	example.	Walk	the	talk.	Doing	is	always	be\er	than	telling.

Be	a	supporAve	team	member	by	supporAng	your	membership	and	team	officers.	Be	a	part	of	the	team	and	

help	them	be	successful	in	their	efforts.

Teamwork	is	the	key	to	our	con9nued	success.

Don	Ferry

District	Ride	Coordinator



Oklahoma District 
Educator

Max Rowlett
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I was reading one of the other District’s Newsletters and they encouraged all their members to stay 
up past midnight December 31, 2020 to be sure 2020 is finally gone for good! Sounds like a good 
idea!  Maybe we should follow their lead and stay up to see 2020 off and behind us! What a year!

Are you interested in becoming a certified GWRRA Rider Course Instructor? The OK District 
Educator and several surrounding District Educators would like to recruit and develop additional 
Rider Course Instructors. If you are interested, prepare a N.13A Form (found on the GWRRA Rider 
Education webpage) and submit it to your District Educator. We will collect the N.13A forms and once 
approved by the Team GWRRA Rider Education Assistant - Rider Course Programs we will schedule 
a 5-day Rider Course Instructor Certification Program (RCICP) to help you receive your certification.

OK District Rider Education will start their 2021 Rider Course on March 13, 2021 with an Advanced 
Rider Course (2-Wheel Bikes) in Ponca City at the Municipal Airport. A flyer on the ARC was sent out 
to all Chapter Directors and is included in this newsletter. Points of Contact are Steve Cotton,  
405-285-5962, scotton01@cox.net , and Max Rowlett, 580-704-8290, maxer50@aol.com.

Effective December 31, 2020 I will step aside as the OK District Rider Educator, and Steve Cotton 
will assume those duties. I would like to thank GWRRA and the members in Oklahoma District for the 
opportunity to serve as your District Rider Educator. It has definitely been an exciting assignment. 
While I am stepping aside, I will still support the Rider Education Program and serve as a Rider 
Course Instructor.

Max Rowlett, Outgoing District Educator

mailto:scotton01@cox.net
mailto:maxer50@aol.com


12 of 17



13 of 17



14 of 17

Chapter	OK-P,	Claremore,	OK

Like	all	the	chapters	in	Oklahoma,	we	had	to	cancel	chapter	acAviAes,	the	biggest	disappointment	was	having	

to	 cancel	 our	 tradiAonal	 Chapter	 OK-P	 Christmas	 Party.	 	 But	 a	 couple	 of	 tradiAons	 associated	 with	 the	

Christmas	Party	that	we	couldn’t	let	go	are	the	charitable	contribuAons	the	chapter	makes	every	year.	 	So,	we	

opted	to	do	a	“Drive-By”	Christmas	Party	in	the	parking	lot	of	the	VFW	in	Claremore.

Through	the	very	generous	contribuAons	of	OK-P	members,	we	collected	a	huge	amount	of	food	for	the	VFW	

Food	Pantry.	 	In	fact,	we	came	close	to	doubling	the	stocks	they	had	on	hand.	 	We	also	collected	a	$700	cash	

donaAon	($100	from	chapter	funds	&	$600	from	individual	members)	for	the	Blue	Star	Mothers.		We	hear	that	

charitable	 donaAons	 are	 down	 due	 to	 the	 virus,	 so	 we	 feel	 privileged	 and	 blessed	 to	 have	 been	 able	 to	

contribute	to	such	worthy	causes.

We	had	some	fun,	too.	 	It	was	a	pre\y	day,	so	we	were	able	to	set	up	camp	chairs	and	visit	with	one	another	

outside.		We	are	making	some	plans	for	January	conAngent	on	what	the	virus	does.

Ken	and	Sue	Fern

Chapter	OK-P	Directors
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Wing Ding 42 is coming June 29-July 3, 2021

														

FULL	REGISTRATION	INCLUDES:	

•	Access	to	‘Pre-Event	Day’	acAviAes!	-	Tuesday	6/29	

•	Wing	Ding	Welcome	Party	-	Tuesday	6/29

•	4-day	pass	to	indoor	Trade	Show	-	Opens	6/30

•	4-day	pass	to	Demo	Rides	on	all	parAcipaAng	manufacturers’	bikes	

•	Access	to	Seminars	and	Parades	

•	Access	to	Opening	and	Closing	Ceremonies	

•	Access	to	free	Evening	Entertainment	Event	

•	OpAonal	dinner	and	priority	seaAng	prior	to	free	Entertainment			

•	Event		Souvenir	Event	Pin	and	Pocket	Guide

															•	Exclusive	opportuniAes	for	tours,	dinners	and	other	Acketed	events	

									 •	Numbered	armband	for	chance	at	thousands	of	dollars	in	great	prizes!	

•	Precision	Drill	Team	ExhibiAons	and	other	performances	

•	OpAonal	Rider	EducaAon	Safety	Courses,	CPR	Classes	and	more

Dear GWRRA Friends and Family,

GWRRA is excited to announce that we will be returning to Springfield, Missouri, for 
Wing Ding 42. The event will be held June 29, 2021 through July 3, 2021. We are 
grateful to the city of Springfield for helping make this a possibility for our 
membership.

For all of you that have already registered we are transferring your registration from 
2020 to 2021. If you wish to keep it that way you don't need to do anything else but 
plan your trip to Springfield. If you are unable to make it please contact customer 
service at 800-843-9460. Hotel information will be coming shortly so keep an eye 
on your email for more details. Hope to see you all in Springfield!

Stay Safe and Safe Riding,
Gold Wing Road Riders Association

tel:8008439460%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Our Oklah0ma 
District Team

Newsletter Editor
Gina Fredman
Shawnee, OK
G: 405-397-3973
gwrraok.newsletter@gmail.com

Treasurer
Jeannie Smith
Broken Arrow, OK
918-357-2930
js2930@cox.net

District Director
John & Shawn Irons
Stillwater, OK
405-747-4618
gwrraok@gmail.com

Asst. District Director, 
Couple of the Year Coord.
John & Sarah Hoogendoorn
Ponca City, OK
580-262-0813
scottiedog1965@yahoo.com

Motorist Awareness Div. Coord., 
District Photographer
Kay & “Smitty” Smith
McLoud, OK
K:  405-201-3601
K:  ldyky727@yahoo.com
S:  405-201-3600
S:  butch850@yahoo.com

District Webmaster
Cindi Hudgins
Yale, OK
918-223-7523
chudgoldwing@gmail.com
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Membership Enhancement Coord.
Carol Murphy
Ponca City, OK
580-761-7034
carol@kixr.com

District Rider Educator
Steve & Carolyn Cotton
Edmond, OK
918-798-8360
scotton01@cox.net

District University Coord.
Mark & Linda Classen
Claremore, OK
H: 918-928-3624
M:  918-200-5235
L: 918-200-6745
mnlclassen@gmail.com

District Ride Coordinator
Don Ferry
Tulsa, OK
918-607-3292
gwrraokdistrictrc@gmail.com

Vendor Coordinator
Marie & Steve Wilson
Stillwater, OK
405-338-5393
kd5exm@gmail.com

District Couple of the Year
Jim & Vicki Cook
Okarche, OK
405-620-5325
jcook@cookcraftsman.com



Oklah0ma Chapters,
Directors and Meeting Info.

Kay & “Smitty” Smith  405-201-3601
ldyky727@yahoo.com
4th Thursday, 6:00 eat, 7:00 meet  
Curtis Watson’s Restaurant, I-40 & McLoud Exit, Shawnee 

Don & Pam Ferry  918-607-3292
gwrraokdistrictrc@gmail.com
2nd Tuesday, 6:00 eat, 7:00 meet 
Rex’s Chicken, 11982 S. Memorial, Bixby

Bill & Carolyn Duvall h: 405-348-0754, c: 405-209-9501
wduvall@sbcglobal.net
3rd Thursday, 6:00 eat, 7:00 meet 
Johnnie’s Charcoal Broiler, 33 E. 33rd, Edmond

Carol Murphy 580-761-7034
carol@kixr.com
1st Thursday, 6:00 Eat, 7:00 meet
Ground Round, 720 E. Prospect, Ponca City 

Jim & Vicki Cook  405-620-5325
jcook@cookcraftsman.com
2nd Saturday, 8am eat, 9am meet
Sooners Corner Restaurant, I-35 Exit #185, 
one block west

Max & Mary Rowlett 580-704-8290
maxer50@aol.com
1st Monday, 6:30 eat, 7:30 meet 
Golden Corral, 2632 NW Cache Rd., Lawton

Ken & Sue Fern  419-348-5452
fern4127@aol.com
2nd Monday, 6:00 eat, 7:00 meet
Pizza Hut., 600 Lynn Riggs Blvd., Claremore
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Binnie & Jim Gullane 918-331-5859
S52jim@aol.com
1st Tuesday, 6:00 eat, 7:00 meet 
Montana Mike’s, 3825 SE Adams Rd.,  Bartlesville


