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Well how do we start? We guest with something that all 
Oklahomans went through for the past month and that is the 
weather. Our organization is designed around riding a motorcycles 
so what can be said is that we are all were equal in being locked in 
our home with cold times that we have not seen in a lot of years. As 
we write this newsletter article we are thankful for sub 50 degree 
weather which is melting the snow. We all have been in our homes 
because of covid-19 but having the weather this past month did not 
help. Let’s see if we can get out and ride this month. Don’t forget 
that we are hosting an ARC bike course on March 13th at the 
Ponca City Airport. Contact Max Rowlett for more information. 

Volunteer Day at Wing Ding 
All Oklahoma district members, please remember that Oklahoma is 
scheduled to help in the on-site registration table at Wing Ding on 
July 1. 

CPR/First Aid 
Let’s schedule a CPR/First Aid class in your chapter. We have 17 
OK-X Stillwater members getting their recertification done between 
March 6 and April 27. Contact our district MFA instructors Jeannie 
Smith 405-633-3630 or Max Rowlett 580-704-9290 for more 
information. 

 Wing Ding 42 is a GO 



BINGO Time
Did you receive your district BINGO card yet?  This is our district activity for 2021.  We’ve created a 
BINGO card filled with fun GWRRA activities. All you have to do is complete activities until you get a 
BINGO (up/down, left/right, or crossways). You can enter for all three directions.   Once you get your 
BINGO you’ll be eligible for a $25, $50 or $100 prize.  Black out the card for a special drawing for a 
special gift.  This runs the whole year so get out and ride.  Mail or email in your cards to District Ride 
Coordinator Don Ferry at gwrraokdistrictrc@gmail.com.

2021 Oklahoma District Rally
The	 2021	 Oklahoma	 District	 Rally	 is	 on	 for	 next	 year	 and	 will	 be	 held	 at	 the	 Muskogee	

ConvenAon	Center,	September	16	–	18,	2021.		Our	theme	will	be	“Three	Wing	Circus”.		The	host	

hotel	is	the	Best	Western	PLUS	2701	Military	Blvd.,	Muskogee,	OK	(918)	910-5060.		Just	give	the	

code	“GOLDWING”	to	get	$79.00	+	tax	room	rates.	 	Call	aZer	January	1,	2021	to	get	your	room	

reserved.		You	can	to	go	to	h\p://www.gwrraokla.org	to	register	for	the	rally.	

You Make the Difference
Chapter Directors - GWRRA still has the “You Make the Difference” program to show 
appreciation to members who have helped out, or done an outstanding job in some way 
to GWRRA.  Do you have someone who you thinks deserves a special pin?  Contact 
your MEC or District MEC to get the pin and certificate.

Welcome	our	Newest	District	Sponsor	
Please welcome our newest district sponsor in Lopez Grill Mexican Restaurants. They have six 
locations that are across Oklahoma. Their restaurants are in Ponca City at El Potrillo, in Blackwell at Los 
Botrous, and four locations of the Lopez Grill Mexican Restaurant in Wagoner, Guthrie and 2 in 
Muskogee. Let’s put their restaurants on our calendar to try. Make sure that you let them know that you 
are with GWRRA. 

Ride Safe and enjoy the road.
John & Shawn Irons, Oklahoma District Directors
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Change for Chapter OK-B March Monthly Gathering
Bar H Bar Branding Iron

1065 Vision Blvd., Shawnee, OK
(Located on Harrison St. and 45th St. behind Sonic)

Eat 5:30-6:00 pm 
Meet 7:00 pm



3 of 20



4 of 20



Everyone who is a member of GWRRA has received a Gold Book and enclosed is a free 4-month trial 
membership sign-up for individuals.  They will receive 4 months subscription to Wing World and the 
opportunity to participate in a chapter.  Tear this out and make copies to give to individuals you see 
riding a motorcycle and have them join you for a great fun time in GWRRA.  See below for flyer.

Sign	Someone	Up	Today
Mail	to:		GWRRA	PO	Box	42450	

Phoenix,	AZ	85080
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Oklahoma District 
Membership Enhancement 

Coordinator
Carol Murphy

It’s	March!	 	And	what	is	happening	in	March?	 	Well,	Daylight	Savings	Ame	begins	on	Sunday,	March	14;	St.	

Pa\y’s	Day	is	on	Wednesday,	March	17;	and	Spring	begins	on	Saturday,	March	20.		In	our	GWRRA	world,	there	

are	 two	 training	 classes	 scheduled…...a	Medic	 First	 Aid	 Class	 being	 held	March	 6	 and	 an	 Advanced	 Rider	

Course	 (ARC)	being	held	on	March	13.	 	 If	 you	have	any	quesAons	 regarding	 these	 training	sessions,	please	

contact	 Jim	Cook	 for	 the	Medic	First	Aid	Class	and	Steve	Co\on	or	Max	Rowle\	for	 the	ARC	class.	 	And	of	

course,	we	have	the	OK	District	Bingo	acAvity	going	on.		For	more	informaAon,	please	contact	Don	Ferry.		

Why	am	I	 lisAng	all	these	events	in	March?	 	Because	it	shows	that	spring	is	 just	around	the	corner	and	our	

folks	are	hopefully	becoming	more	acAve	and	be\er	adjusted	to	our	“new	normal”	life.	 	Hopefully	our	folks	

are	receiving	their	Covid	vaccines	and	they	are	feeling	more	comfortable	to	get	out	and	about.		We	must	stay	

posiAve	because	we	have	gone	through	a	tough	year	adjusAng	our	way	of	life.	 	And	yes,	changes	are	hard	to	

deal	with;	however,	 	 let’s	conAnue	to	be	posiAve,	wear	your	mask,	get	your	vaccine	shots	 (if	you	have	not	

done	so	yet);		conAnue	checking	on	your	family	and	friends	and	get	out	and	enjoy	life	whenever	you	can!			

I	hope	I	am	not	stepping	over	the	line	with	this	arAcle,	but	I	feel	that	we	must	conAnue	reminding	ourselves	

to	be	posiAve!		So	with	that	being	said,	I	will	close	for	this	month.		Stay	safe,	healthy	and	strong!		We’ve	make	

it	 one	 year	 since	 the	 Covid	 pandemic	 began,	 so	we	 can	 hang	 there	 a	 li\le	 bit	 longer.	 	WE	CAN	WIN	 THIS	

CHALLENGE!		

UnAl	Next	Time,	

Carol	Murphy



Oklahoma District 
University Coordinator
Mark & Linda Classen
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This	will	be	short	and	to	the	point.	 	Schedule	your	Ame	to	be	 in	Ponca	City	on	April	17	 for	a	great	 training	

session,	GWRRA	101.	 	We	will	be	doing	this	in	a	day-long	session	and	are	looking	forward	to	it.	 	Linda	and	I	

have	been	extremely	busy	this	month	with	doctors	and	illnesses,	so	we	are	on	the	mend	now	and	are	looking	

forward	to	a	great	spring.		Here	is	the	one	paragragh	from	last	month’s	le\er	to	refresh	yourselves	as	to	what	

will	be	covered	in	April’s	training.

“We	are	looking	forward	to	an	in-person	class	in	April.	 	It	will	be	in	Ponca	City	and	we	will	be	doing	GWRRA	

101.		This	is	similar	to	the	old	day	long	OCP	course	done	for	officers	in	the	past.	 	The	difference	is	this	course	

has	been	redone	for	anyone	who	wants	to	learn	more	about	our	organizaAon	and	the	structure	of	it.	 	In	the	

introducAon	of	GWRRA	101	it	says:	To	be	a	change	agent	in	the	organizaAon	and	to	be\er	the	AssociaAon	for	

all.	 The	Program	 is	open	 to	any	Member	of	GWRRA.	 It	 is	 an	 informaAonal	workshop	 for	any	Member	who	

wishes	to	learn	more	about	the	AssociaAon.		This	should	be	a	real	opportunity	for	anyone	who	wishes	to	learn	

more	about	GWRRA.”

Please	RSVP	before	April	10.
Mark	Classen	

PHONE:	918-200-5235	EMAIL:	mnlclassen@gmail.com	

Carol	Murphy	

PHONE:	580-761-7034	EMAIL:	carol@kixr.com

Stay	safe	and	we	will	see	you	soon,

Mark	and	Linda	Classen,	Oklahoma	District	University	Coordinators	(DUC)

Oklahoma Motorist 
Awareness Coord.

Kay Smith

As	we	all	are	aware,	this	last	week	or	so	has	been	so	off	the	normal	for	the	weather.	We	are	all	

dreaming	of	being	warm	and	able	to	ride	our	trikes	or	bikes.	This	Ame	we	need	to	be	focused	

on	keeping	safe.	Make	sure	your	vehicle	is	set	for	the	weather	at	hand.	You	need	to	make	sure	

the	Ares	are	good,	have	plenty	of	anAfreeze	and	it	is	in	good	working	condiAon.	When	you	do	

happen	 to	make	 it	 out	 safely,	 clear	 all	 the	 snow	 and	 ice	 off	 of	 it	 so	 you	 can	 see	 out	 of	 the	

windows.	Doing	this	keeps	the	snow	from	causing	an	accident	if	it	blows	off	the	car.	Focus	on	

the	road	and	watch	for	everyone	around	you.	Slow	down,	be	aware	of	how	the	roads	are	and	

make	sure	you	pay	a\enAon	to	the	road	condiAons.	 If	you	don’t	need	to	go	out,	stay	home.	

Stay	safe	so	you	can	ride	the	rides	when	it	is	nice	enough	to	enjoy.
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Oklahoma District 
Ride Coordinator

Don Ferry
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Welcome to March, 2021, it’s finally here. Hope everyone is safe and healthy. I came across this 
article and it was something we rarely think about but should.

Passengers Are NOT Helpless Should something happen to the rider By: James R. Davis

 The general impression amongst motorcyclists is that a passenger would be totally helpless when it 
comes to controlling the motorcycle should something happen to the rider. Nonsense! An accident occurred in 
Ohio, I believe, some years ago where a deer attempted to jump over a motorcycle from the side and hit the 
rider, knocking him completely off the bike. The man's wife was a passenger at the time and she managed to 
take control of the bike and get it off to the side of the road and slowed it down so greatly that it simply fell over 
(into the grass). Well, you argue, since there was no rider in front of her she was able to reach the controls. In 
fact, even if the rider was still there having, for example, simply collapsed from a heart attack, the passenger can 
almost always still gain control of the motorcycle. Two controls that the passenger usually cannot reach are the 
gear shift lever and the rear brake, but the three that he/she CAN reach are the clutch lever, the throttle, and the 
front brake. (And, not incidentally, the engine cutoff switch.) Thus, the passenger can steer the bike as well as 
control its speed. Even with a rider backrest, a passenger can stand on his/her pegs and lean over the rider to 
gain control of the bike. Cash and I have practiced this maneuver and demonstrated it to several motorcycle 
groups at rallies and other gatherings. It does not take a rider (or anyone at all on the bike) to balance a 
motorcycle moving at any reasonable speed. Because of trail there is an automatic attempt by all motorcycles to 
get vertical and steer in a straight line. In other words, though there will likely be some wild gyrations of the bike 
as it finds its way to a stable posture, there is TIME available to the passenger to get control of that bike. First 
order of business is to slow it down. Second order of business is to steer it to as safe a place as possible before 
it falls over, because fall over it will. Before it falls over that engine cutoff switch should be turned off. The 
passenger is certainly not helpless. Perhaps it would be a good thing to let him/her know it and even practice (at 
a dead stop, engine off, on the side stand) assuming control, no?  Need I add that this is another reason why a 
person who prefers being a passenger and never intends to ride a bike by themselves should be encouraged to 
attend the MSF? Please note that if she lays on the rider she tends to keep him on the bike. A good thing if 
traveling at 70 MPH, no?

And	don’t	forget	to	get	your	BINGO	Cards,	as	we	will	all	be	soon	riding	again.
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Out of State Activities
Some up coming rides.

April 29-May 1 Texas District Rally - Y.O.	Ranch	Hotel	in	Kerrville	TX
April 29-May 1 TN Dist. Spring Fling Evergreen Smoky Mtn. Lodge,Pigeon Forge, TN
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This	month’s	District	Restaurant	is	Santa	Fe	Ca\le	Company	in	Midwest	City	as	

submi\ed	by	OK-B	Kay	and	Smi\y	Smith

7101 SE 29th St.
Midwest City, OK 73110

(405) 732-0200
Hours

Sunday: 11:00am - 9:00pm
Monday - Thursday: 11:00am - 10:00pm
Friday - Saturday: 11:00am - 11:00pm



Oklahoma District Educator
Steve & Carolyn Cotton
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March is now with us, and that means even more great riding weather.  Oklahoma GWRRA has 
scheduled an ARC (Advanced Rider Course for 2-wheel motorcycles) on March 13 at the Ponca City 
airport.  We still have a few spots open at this time, so see the flyer in this newsletter to sign up. 

It may have been a while since you were on the Gold Wing, and that means you probably need some 
“refresher tips”.  The “Motorcyclist 100 Magazine” dated August 2006 had a great article pertaining 
to ways to safely ride a motorcycle.  Here are a few important ideas, and even though you have 
seen / heard them before – it never hurts to see them again.
 
1) Don’t assume you are invisible - because to a lot of drivers you are.  Never make a move based 
on an assumption that another driver sees you, even if you have just made eye contact.  Bikes don’t 
always register in the four-wheel mind.
 
2) Dress for the crash, not the pool or the prom.  Sure, the restaurant is only a 5 minute trip, but 
nobody plans to eat pavement or have an accident. 100 degree heat is no excuse for a tee shirt and 
shorts.
 
3) Hope for the best, but prepare for the worst. Assume that car across the intersection will turn in 
front of you when the light goes green, with or without a turn signal.
 
4) Be patient.  Always take another few seconds before you pull out to pass, ride away from the curb 
or into freeway traffic from an on-ramp.  It’s what you don’t see that gets you.
 
5) Watch your closing speed.  Passing cars at twice their speed or changing lanes to shoot past a 
row of stopped cars is just asking for trouble.
 
6) Left-turning cars remain a leading killer of motorcyclists.  Don’t assume someone will wait for 
you to dart through the intersection.  They are trying to beat the light too.
 
7) Beware of cars running traffic lights.  The first few seconds after a signal light changes are the 
most perilous.  Look both ways before pulling into an intersection.
 
8) Check your mirrors.  Do it every time you change lanes.  Be ready to move if another vehicle is 
about to occupy the space you plan to use.
 
9) Mind the gap.  Remember driver education?  One second worth of distance per 10 mph is the old 
rule of thumb.  Better still, scan the next 12 seconds ahead for potential trouble.



14 of 20

10) Look where you want to go.  Use the miracle of target fixation to your advantage.  The 
motorcycle goes where you look, so focus on the solution instead of the problem.

11) Keep your eyes moving?  Traffic is always shifting, so keep scanning for potential trouble.  Don’t 
lock your eyes on any one thing for too long unless you’re actually dealing with trouble.
 
12) Get your mind right in your driveway.  Most accidents happen during the first 15 minutes of a 
ride, below 40 mph, near an intersection or driveway.  Yes, that could be your driveway.
 
13) Stay in your comfort zone when you are with a group.  Riding over your head is a good way 
to end up in a ditch.  Any group worth riding with will have a rendezvous point where you will be able 
to hook up again.
 
14) If it looks slippery, assume it is.  A patch of suspicious pavement could be just about anything. 
Crisco? Gravel? Mobil 1?  Or maybe it’s nothing.  Better to slow down for nothing than to go down for 
something.
 
15) Wear good gear.  Wear items that fit you and the weather.  If you are too hot or too cold, or 
fighting with a jacket that binds across the shoulders, you are dangerous.  It’s that simple.
 
16) Learn to swerve.  Be able to do two quick turns in quick succession.  Flick left around the object, 
then right back to your original trajectory.  The bike will follow your eyes, so look at the way around, 
not at the object to be avoided.
 
17) Everything is harder to see after dark.  Adjust your headlights.  Carry a clear face shield and be 
especially alert during high traffic hours.
 
18) Don’t ride next to or right behind Mr. Peterbilt.  If one of those retreads blows up (which they 
do with some regularity) it de-treads, and then it can get ugly.  Unless you like dodging big chunks of 
flying rubber, keep your distance.
 
19) Beware of tuned-up hot rod cars.  They’re quick and their drivers tend to be aggressive.  Don’t 
assume you have beaten one away from the light or outpaced it in traffic and change lanes without 
looking.  You could end up a hood ornament.
 
20) Think before you act.  Be careful whipping around that Camry going 7 mph in a 25 mph zone, or 
you could end up with your head in the driver’s side door when he turns in front of you into his 
driveway.

Ride Safe, and we will see you down the road,

Steve and Carolyn
Oklahoma District Educators
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Chapter OK-L, Lawton
Chapter OK-L met for an in-person monthly gathering on February 1, 2021 for the 
first time since March 2020. Many of the members have received their COVID 
vaccinations and continue to observe precautions like masking up, social distancing, 
and washing their hands frequently. That has caused members to feel more 
comfortable about  gathering as a group. We believe we will resume our rides as the 
weather improves. John And Sarah Hoogendoorn, OK District Couple of the Year 
Coordinators, attended our gathering to present Couple of the Year certificates and 
medallions to Linnie and LaVoyd Davis, our new Chapter OK-L Couple of the Year.

Chapter OK-P, Claremore
Like most chapters, events we had on the schedule ended up being canceled. Mainly dinner rides, 
but we had hoped to do a Valentines party of sorts at the Claremore VFW as a way to see members 
and collect food for the VFW’s food pantry. Plenty of room to social distance while we visited, but with 
icy roads and very cold temperatures, we decided it was best to cancel. In “negotiations” with the 
Claremore Pizza Hut to see about having an in-person gathering for March, but at this time don’t 
know what they will decide. Looking at doing a day-ride outing in the second half of March to an 
alpaca farm in the Jay area.

Chapter OK-X, Stillwater
January and February, we started a Statue of Liberty tour in Oklahoma.  There are 17 statues 
installed by the Boy Scout of America.  We went to Yale, Blackwell, Enid, Wewoka, and Shawnee.  
We enjoyed lunch after the rides at favorite restaurants.  Some of our group have started the District 
Bingo.  Next month we start our Medic First aid classes in Pawnee at the Lone Chimney Community 
Center.  Most of our group need to be recertified in their cpr and first aid.   Lot of the couples are 
getting their vaccinations, so we hope to start getting together in person soon.   At the present time, 
we are currently holding in-person/zoom meetings.  Weather is starting to warm up, so we are looking 
forward to getting out and riding more.  Come join us for some fun. 

Chapter OK-B, Shawnee
District	 Director	 John	 Irons	was	 able	 to	make	 it	 to	 the	monthly	 gathering	 to	

install	the	new	Chapter	Director,	Kay	Smith.
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Wing Ding 42 is coming June 29-July 3, 2021

														

FULL	REGISTRATION	INCLUDES:	

•	Access	to	‘Pre-Event	Day’	acAviAes!	-	Tuesday	6/29	

•	Wing	Ding	Welcome	Party	-	Tuesday	6/29

•	4-day	pass	to	indoor	Trade	Show	-	Opens	6/30

•	4-day	pass	to	Demo	Rides	on	all	parAcipaAng	manufacturers’	bikes	

•	Access	to	Seminars	and	Parades	

•	Access	to	Opening	and	Closing	Ceremonies	

•	Access	to	free	Evening	Entertainment	Event	

•	OpAonal	dinner	and	priority	seaAng	prior	to	free	Entertainment			

•	Event		Souvenir	Event	Pin	and	Pocket	Guide

															•	Exclusive	opportuniAes	for	tours,	dinners	and	other	Acketed	events	

									 •	Numbered	armband	for	chance	at	thousands	of	dollars	in	great	prizes!	

•	Precision	Drill	Team	ExhibiAons	and	other	performances	

•	OpAonal	Rider	EducaAon	Safety	Courses,	CPR	Classes	and	more

Dear GWRRA Friends and Family,

GWRRA is excited to announce that we will be returning to Springfield, Missouri, for 
Wing Ding 42. The event will be held June 29, 2021 through July 3, 2021. We are 
grateful to the city of Springfield for helping make this a possibility for our 
membership.

For all of you that have already registered we are transferring your registration from 
2020 to 2021. If you wish to keep it that way you don't need to do anything else but 
plan your trip to Springfield. If you are unable to make it please contact customer 
service at 800-843-9460. Hotel information will be coming shortly so keep an eye 
on your email for more details. Hope to see you all in Springfield!

Stay Safe and Safe Riding,
Gold Wing Road Riders Association

Volunteer Day at Wing Ding
All Oklahoma district members, please remember that Oklahoma is scheduled to help 
in the on-site registration table at Wing-Ding on July 1.  



Our Oklah0ma 
District Team

Newsletter Editor
Gina Fredman
Shawnee, OK
G: 405-397-3973
gwrraok.newsletter@gmail.com

Treasurer
Jeannie Smith
Broken Arrow, OK
918-357-2930
js2930@cox.net

District Director
John & Shawn Irons
Stillwater, OK
405-747-4618
ironsline3414@gmail.co,

Asst. District Director, 
Couple of the Year Coord.
John & Sarah Hoogendoorn
Ponca City, OK
580-262-0813
scottiedog1965@yahoo.com

Motorist Awareness Div. Coord., 
District Photographer
Kay & “Smitty” Smith
McLoud, OK
K:  405-201-3601
K:  ldyky727@yahoo.com
S:  405-201-3600
S:  butch850@yahoo.com

District Webmaster
Cindi Hudgins
Yale, OK
918-223-7523
chudgoldwing@gmail.com
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Membership Enhancement Coord.
Carol Murphy
Ponca City, OK
580-761-7034
carol@kixr.com

District Rider Educator
Steve & Carolyn Cotton
Edmond, OK
918-798-8360
scotton01@cox.net

District University Coord.
Mark & Linda Classen
Claremore, OK
H: 918-928-3624
M:  918-200-5235
L: 918-200-6745
mnlclassen@gmail.com

District Ride Coordinator
Don Ferry
Tulsa, OK
918-607-3292
gwrraokdistrictrc@gmail.com

Vendor Coordinator
Marie & Steve Wilson
Stillwater, OK
405-338-5393
kd5exm@gmail.com

District Couple of the Year
Jim & Vicki Cook
Okarche, OK
405-620-5325
jcook@cookcraftsman.com



Oklah0ma Chapters,
Directors and Meeting Info.

Kay & “Smitty” Smith  405-201-3601
ldyky727@yahoo.com
4th Thursday, 6:00 eat, 7:00 meet  

Don & Pam Ferry  918-607-3292
chapterdirectorok3@gmail.com
2nd Tuesday, 6:00 eat, 7:00 meet 
Rex’s Chicken, 11982 S. Memorial, Bixby

Bill & Carolyn Duvall h: 405-348-0754, c: 405-209-9501
wduvall@sbcglobal.net
3rd Thursday, 6:00 eat, 7:00 meet 
Johnnie’s Charcoal Broiler, 33 E. 33rd, Edmond

Carol Murphy 580-761-7034
carol@kixr.com
1st Thursday, 6:00 Eat, 7:00 meet
Ground Round, 720 E. Prospect, Ponca City 

Jim & Vicki Cook  405-620-5325
jcook@cookcraftsman.com
2nd Saturday, 8am eat, 9am meet
Sooners Corner Restaurant, I-35 Exit #185, 
one block west

Max & Mary Rowlett 580-704-8290
maxer50@aol.com
1st Monday, 6:30 eat, 7:30 meet 
Golden Corral, 2632 NW Cache Rd., Lawton

Ken & Sue Fern  419-348-5649
fern4127@aol.com
2nd Monday, 6:00 eat, 7:00 meet
Pizza Hut., 600 Lynn Riggs Blvd., Claremore
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Binnie & Jim Gullane 918-331-5859
S52jim@aol.com
1st Tuesday, 6:00 eat, 7:00 meet 
Montana Mike’s, 3825 SE Adams Rd.,  Bartlesville

See Page 2 for March Change


