
  

March 2021 

   

 

 

           Oklahoma Chapter “E”       
Don Ferry 

Chapter Director 

918-607-3292 

chapterdirectoroke@gmail.com 

 

 

 
Welcome to March 2021, it’s finally here. Hope everyone is safe and healthy. I came across this 
article and it was something we rarely think about but should. 

 
Passengers Are NOT Helpless Should something happen to the rider by James R. Davis 

 The general impression amongst motorcyclists is that a passenger would be totally helpless when it 

comes to controlling the motorcycle should something happen to the rider. Nonsense! An accident 

occurred in Ohio, I believe, some years ago where a deer attempted to jump over a motorcycle from the 

side and hit the rider, knocking him completely off the bike. The man's wife was a passenger at the time, 

and she managed to take control of the bike and get it off to the side of the road and slowed it down so 

greatly that it simply fell over (into the grass.) Well, you argue, since there was no rider in front of her, she 

was able to reach the controls. In fact, even if the rider was still there having, for example, simply 

collapsed from a heart attack, the passenger can almost always still gain control of the motorcycle. Two 

controls that the passenger usually cannot reach are the gear shift lever and the rear brake, but the three 

that he/she CAN reach are the clutch lever, the throttle, and the front brake. (And, not incidentally, the 

engine cutoff switch.) Thus, the passenger can steer the bike as well as control its speed. Even with a 

rider backrest, a passenger can stand on his/her pegs and lean over the rider to gain control of the bike. 

Cash and I have practiced this maneuver and demonstrated it to several motorcycle groups at rallies and 
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other gatherings. It does not take a rider (or anyone at all on the bike) to balance a motorcycle moving at 

any reasonable speed. Because of trail there is an automatic attempt by all motorcycles to get vertical and 

steer in a straight line. In other words, though there will likely be some wild gyrations of the bike as it finds 

its way to a stable posture, there is TIME available to the passenger to get control of that bike. First order 

of business is to slow it down. Second order of business is to steer it to as safe a place as possible before 

it falls over, because fall over it will. Before it falls over that engine cutoff switch should be turned off. The 

passenger is certainly not helpless. Perhaps it would be a good thing to let him/her know it and even 

practice (at a dead stop, engine off, on the side stand) assuming control, no? Following is a picture of 

Cash and myself using my Gold Wing in a Co-Rider Safety Demo showing her taking control of my bike 

even though I was still in the rider's saddle and there is a backrest between us. Note that she was not 

standing nearly as tall as she could have should she have needed to because I was not as far out of the 

way as I was in the demo. [Need I add that this is another reason why a person who prefers being a 

passenger and never intends to ride a bike by themselves should be encouraged to attend the MSF?] 

Please note that if she lays on the rider, she tends to keep him on the bike. A good thing if traveling at 70 

MPH, no? 

 

 

This month’s District Restaurant is Santa Fe Cattle Company in Midwest City as 

submitted by OK-B Kay and Smitty Smith. 

 

7101 SE 29th St. 

Midwest City, OK 73110 

(405) 732-0200 

Hours 

Sunday: 11:00am - 9:00pm 

Monday - Thursday: 11:00am - 10:00pm 

Friday - Saturday: 11:00am - 11:00pm 
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And don’t forget to get your BINGO Cards, as we will all be soon riding again. 

And starting in March, we will be having our Planning Meetings again, on the 

fourth Wednesday of each month at the I hop at 11020 E 71st St, Tulsa, OK 74133,at 6:00pm. Hope to 

see you there. 

 

Out of State Activities 

Some upcoming rides. 

April 29-May 1 Texas District Rally  

Y.O. Ranch Hotel in Kerrville TX 

April 29-May 1 TN Dist. Spring Fling Evergreen Smoky Mtn. Lodge, Pigeon Forge, TN 

 

The Chapter E 2021 “E” Anniversary Party is currently in the first 

planning stage,  currently we have decided to have our Anniversary 

party as a picnic in April.  Looking for volunteers and ideas for another 

successful year.     

 

If anyone has any pictures from rides or any events, please send 

them to me at sandimiller6850@gmail.com. Let’s get pictures of 

fun things we do with our rider family so others can see what kind 

of craziness we do. 
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What is it to be a couple? 

I was asked if I could write a little bit about being a couple. We were just chosen as Couple of the Year 2021 

for Chapter E so I’ve been thinking about what it means to be a couple. 

The definitions of couple that I found are: 

 1: 2 people who are married, engaged or closes associated together. 

 2: 2 things that can be put together and combined to make one. 

That just sounded pretty clinical to talk about a relationship. To me being a couple means having someone to 

do things with, someone to talk to, to celebrate special occasions with and just someone you can enjoy life 

with. You combine your talents and abilities to help others whenever possible. But to me it’s very important as 

a couple to have fun. It’s so much more fun to have someone to take rides with whether you are on the bike 

or in a car. Anyone who has ever gone somewhere alone knows it’s much better to be with someone. 

Being a couple, though, also means setting an example to others who are just starting relationships. The most 

important thing you can teach them is to like each other, enjoy doing things together but to also know you can 

disagree and still have that special relationship that couples have. 

Being a couple takes some work but the rewards are truly great. I don’t know exactly what being Couple of the 

Year means completely but I hope that we can do good things for Chapter E and GWRRA. I’m looking forward 

to getting the bike tires changed and then making rides as a couple with the rest of the group. 

It’s going to be a great year folks. Let’s get out an enjoy it. 

 

Sandi & Mike Miller 

 

 

 



 

 

       

 

 

Anna Clayton   3/6 

Becky Hodges 

Dennis Roberts   3/30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

District Director 
John & Shawn Irons   405-747-4618   gwrraok@gmail.com 
Asst District Director 
John & Sarah Hoogendorn  580-262-0813   scottiedog1965@yahoo.com 
 
Chapter-B (Shawnee, Ok) 
Kay & Smitty Smith CD  405-201-3601   IDYKY727@yahoo.com 
Gathering held on 4th Thursday of each month, Curtis Watson Restaurant, McCloud OK, eat 5:45p/7pm meet. 
 
Chapter-E (Tulsa, Ok) 
Don & Pam Ferry CD   918-607-3292  chapterdirectoroke@gmail.com 
Kathy & Richard Oakes ASD  918-521-2980   kathyjnks@outlook.com 
Gathering 2nd Tuesday of each month, Golden Corral,  21st St. Tulsa OK, eat 6:00p/7pm meet or Zoom 
 
Chapter-G (Bartlesville, Ok) 
Jim & Binnie Gullane CD  918-331-5859   S52jim@aol.com  
Gathering held on 1st Monday of each month, Montana Mikes, Bartlesville OK, eat 6:00p/7pm meet 
 
Chapter-J (Edmond/Guthrie, Ok) 
Bill & Carolyn Duvall CD  405-209-9501   wdvall@sbcglobal.net 
Raymond Smedley ASD  405-282-4666    
Gathering held on 3rd Thursday of each month, Johnnie’s Grille, Edmond OK, eat 6:45pm 
 
Chapter-K (Ponca City, Ok) 
Carol Murphy CD   580-761-7034    carol@kixr.com 
John & Sarah Hoogendorn ASD 580-262-0813   scottiedog1965@yahoo.com 
Gathering held on 2nd Thursday of each month, Ground Round Restaurant, Ponca City, eat 6:00p/7pm meet 
 
Chapter-L (Lawton) 
Max & Mary Rowlett CD  580-704-8290   maxer50@aol.com  
James Wooten ASD   580-471-6116   rwootens144@msn.com 
Gathering held on 1st Monday of each month, Golden Corral, Lawton OK, eat 6p/7pm meet or Zoom.   
 
Chapter-P (Claremore, Ok) 
Ken & Sue Fern  CD       fern4127@aol.com 
Bill & Pam Denney   918-899-9055   mrbill21@sbc.net 
Gathering held on 2nd Monday of each month, Pizza Hut, Lynn Riggs Blvd, Claremore OK, eat 6p/7pm or Zoom. 
 
Chapter-X (Stillwater, Ok) 
Jim and Vicky Cook  CD  405-620-5325   jcook@cookcraftsman.com 
Marie & Steve Wilson  ASD  405-338-5393   kd5exm@gmail.com 
Gathering held on 2nd Saturday of each month, Sooner’s Corner Restaurant, Perry OK, eat 8AM/9AM meet 
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Motorcycle Rider Training: Surviving the Mean Streets 
 Ride Like A Pro /  Motorman's Articles 

The biggest benefit we have here in Florida is of course, the weather. I’ve been here for 32 years. Generally, from 
October through May is the best time to ride. Some winters I’ve gone as long as two weeks without riding. I know what 
you’re thinking, “40 degrees is too cold for ya?”….Well, yes, yes it is. I’ve been spoiled all these years and my blood must 
have thinned because I really don’t enjoy riding when the temps drop much below 50 degrees. 

I remember when I lived in Upstate New York back in the 70’s—We’d occasionally get a day or two in February if it was 
sunny and 40 degrees, I’d be out riding. The reason I bring this up is because this past winter, while cold here in Florida, it 
has been absolutely brutal pretty much anywhere north of the Georgia line. So, I’d bet that many of you up North are 
really dying to get out and ride. That means you may be so anxious, you might forget to do a safety check on your bike 
that’s been sitting for so long in the garage. At the very least, check the tires for proper pressure. Don’t just look at the 
tires, squeeze them or kick them, check them with a gauge. Also, look at the wear indicators. If you’ve got spoke 
wheels, make sure they are tight, all of them. 

Check the headlight, both high and low beams. Make sure the signal lights and brake lights are all working. After 
starting the bike, turn the bars from lock to lock making sure the idle doesn’t rise or lower. If it does, check your throttle 
cables. Of course, check your fluids as well. If everything checks out, remember as you pull out of your driveway, your 
tires as well as the pavement will be cold. That means a reduction in traction. Once out on the street, weave back and 
forth a bit to warm up the tires. Test the brakes by applying some pressure on both the front and rear. Gradually at first, 
then do a few quick stops and starts. 

Keep in mind rider skills are perishable. If you haven’t been on the bike in a few months, you’ll be rusty. Find an empty 
parking lot and spend at least a half an hour doing a few quick swerves, U-turns, circles and side to side quick 
transitions. Increase your speed gradually. Once out on the road, remember to keep your head and eyes up and look at 
least 12 seconds ahead of your bike. If you’re up North, watch out for sand, salt or wet spots on the road. Keep in mind 
also that the cagers are even less likely to notice a motorcycle than usual. So, cover your brakes at all times. 

I just got back from Daytona Bike Week. More than half the people there are from Northern cities and States and probably 
hadn’t been riding in months. That would account for some of the amateur mistakes I observed. Turning wide from a stop 
and crossing the center line caused more than a few crashes. I also saw a couple of riders attempting a U-turn on A1A 
and running right into the curb they were staring at; if these riders can’t turn their bikes in 40 feet, what chance do they 
have when a car turns left in front of them? 

Remember, most motorcycle crashes occur at 

intersections and at less than 20 mph. Consequently, 

everyone should practice their low-speed riding skills on a 

regular basis. Now, get out there and practice riding that 

motorcycle! 
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We need pictures to post. We want to show how much fun we have.  
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